***Paste your edited version of the following letter directly into the email you intend to send to your sponsors.  Email EVERYONE you know (family friends [ask your parents for their friend’s email addresses], family, friends, etc.).  I have done this before and it’s really effective!  Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you thank you thank you!

-Tom

HELLO!!

I really need your help!   

I am writing to ask you to please support me in my effort to raise money and reach my goal of $25,000!

What? 
- Over the course of this hiking season, myself and a team of volunteers (team “Brush Goats”) will be hiking 25,000ft collectively and raising money to aid suffering mountain communities in Ecuador.  

OK! …how? 
- The website link below is my fundraising page and I would GREATLY appreciate ANY donation you can make:

http://brushgoats.peaksoverpoverty.org/
More info please! 
- I want to keep this portion of my email brief so more information (stats and one awesome example of Peaks Over Poverty’s successes) can be found after my signature. 


Feel free to contact me with any questions. Thanks so much for your
interest and support!

With Sincere Gratitude,
Tom
Thomas Gethin-Jones
3237 Pecos Street

Denver, CO 80211
tgethinj@gmail.com
Tel: (203)570-8531

More Info!
Success Story! - Here is an awesome story of how YOU can help:

Alfonso, his wife Olga, and their children live on a farm in the high arid hills of Ecuador. Alfonso explained, "I was so poor that I was embarrassed when my children looked at me." According to Alfonso, access to water was his biggest challenge to feeding his family. 
Peaks Over Poverty’s partners developed a series of learning exercises to help Alfonso find "hidden" sources of water and learn how to store it. Alfonso persuaded nearby farmers to join together to tap a water source further up the mountain - they pooled and invested $600 of their own hard earned money and hard labor to run hoses from the water source to self-built storage ponds near their farms. 

One year later, life for Alfonso's family has been completely transformed. With water, he could grow alfalfa, which is a valuable crop for feeding guinea pigs. From the profit he made by selling alfalfa, he slowly invested in his farm. Soon, he was growing enough food to feed his family and sell at the local market, and quickly made back the $200 he invested in the new water system. Alfonso proudly says “my farm has become an oasis … I no longer feel embarrassed to be a father." 
· http://peaksoverpoverty.org/peaks-in-action/thefarmers/
What motivated you, Tom? 

- I drove across the country to live in Denver, Colorado in September of 2010 (I currently live just NW of the city) intending to create and complete three major goals.  To be worthy of my attempt, these goals had three criteria they needed to meet: 1) they needed to be completed during my time in Denver, 2) they needed to challenge me mentally and/or physically 3) they needed to benefit someone or something in need.

…one of my goals is fundraising $25,000 for Peaks Over Poverty by challenging myself physically and recruiting other’s who are willing to help!
Q&A/Stats 

- Valid questions to ask would be, “Why should I help?” and “how does this meet your criteria?” Here are some answers:

1. 30% of the world’s undernourished population lives in the mountains - Food and Agriculture Organization
2. Changes in climate patterns continue to make conditions even worse for agriculture - Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change
3. Peaks over Poverty donates to partners in Ecuador, promoting sustainable development by investing in the agricultural techniques and cultural practices of the region’s native population – Peaks Over Poverty
4. Therefore, we will be ascending a total of 25,000ft of the Rocky Mountains, attempting to raise $25,000 for Peaks Over Poverty
YOU CAN HELP.  Please donate to help me, my team, and most importantly the people of Ecuador!

More links - 

http://peaksoverpoverty.org/about/overview
http://peaksoverpoverty.org/
With Much Appreciation, 

Tom
