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Fundraising Package: 
Sample Tools






THIS PACKAGE INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING SAMPLE MATERIALS:

· Fundraising Letter – Email
· Thank you Letter 1
· Thank you Letter 2
· Sponsor Pledge Form


USE THIS CHECKLIST TO CUSTOMIZE OUR SAMPLES: 

__ 	Did you fill in the shaded sections of the text with your personal information?
__ 	Did you delete shaded instructions before sending out your letter or email?
__ 	For your letter campaign, did you include a pledge form and return envelope & 	address.







51 Quintard Avenue | Norwalk, CT 06854 | 203.856.1124 
www.peaksoverpoverty.org

SAMPLE: FUNDRAISING LETTER-EMAIL


[Date]

Dear [Sponsor’s name],

I have decided to take my love for the outdoors to the next level! In the past, I have hiked [or other activity] all over [place or region] to connect with nature – now I want to give back to the people who live in my playground. On [date (month/year)] I will attempt to [climb / hike] ___total [feet/meters] up Mt. ______ [or series of peaks] to raise money for remote mountain communities so that they have better access to nutrition, clean water, medical care, and education. I can only reach this summit with your help – let me explain how you and I can hike up the change together with the help of Peaks Over Poverty! 
The Food and Agriculture Organization reports that 30% of the world’s undernourished population lives in the mountains – this means 245 million people are suffering from food insecurity and hunger. Changes in climate patterns are making conditions even worse. The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change paints a bleak picture for the Andes; predictions for the melting of glaciers has decreased from 30 to 15 years - this will cause droughts, flooding, disease, plant pests, and soil erosion. 
Your pledge to sponsor my climb will help me reach my fundraising goal of $____. Peaks over Poverty will donate funds to our community-based partners in Ecuador. What makes our partners unique is that they promote sustainable development by investing in the agricultural techniques and cultural practices of the region’s native population, rather than giving away material aid. As a result, mountain farmers learn how to use their land and natural resources to grow enough food for their families, restore their environment, and earn a living. Here is just one example of how your donation will help: 

	Alfonso, his wife Olga, and their children live on a farm in the high arid hills of Ecuador. Alfonso explained, "I was so poor that I was embarrassed when my children looked at me." According to Alfonso, access to water was his biggest challenge to feeding his family. 
Peaks Over Poverty’s partners developed a series of learning exercises to help Alfonso find "hidden" sources of water and learn how to store it. Alfonso persuaded nearby farmers to join together to tap a water source further up the mountain - they pooled and invested $600 of their own hard earned money and hard labor to run hoses from the water source to self-built storage ponds near their farms. 
One year later, life for Alfonso's family has been completely transformed. With water, he could grow alfalfa, which is a valuable crop for feeding guinea pigs. From the profit he made by selling alfalfa, he slowly invested in his farm. Soon, he was growing enough food to feed his family and sell at the local market, and quickly made back the $200 he invested in the new water system. Alfonso proudly says “my farm has become an oasis … I no longer feel embarrassed to be a father."




I hope that you will consider my request to help the many families who struggle like Alfonsos’, but whose lives we can dramatically improve through Peaks Over Poverty.  To make a 100% tax-deductible donation and support my [climb / hike / travel] please use the enclosed pledge form or visit my personal webpage at [www.username.peaksoverpoverty.org] where I will keep you updated about my fundraising progress and adventures with pictures, videos, and stories!  

In return for sponsoring me, I will print your name on the flag that I use to mark my summit of Mt. _______, and send you a picture of me from the top! Finally, to learn more about Peaks Over Poverty and their work in rural communities, please visit www.peaksoverpoverty.org.

I am excited for the journey I am about to take and I am honored to be one of the first in a trend of responsible tourism. Most importantly, I am excited to make a difference, and I look forward to your support!


Yours truly,

[Your handwritten signature]

[Your typed name]



SAMPLE: THANK YOU LETTER 1 

 [DATE]

FULL NAME
STREET
CITY, STATE, ZIP

Dear [Sponsor’s First Name],

I would like to express to you my deepest gratitude for supporting my Peaks Over Poverty climb of [Mountain Hike/Climb, Bike Route, etc.] of ___ feet/meters! Your contribution has directly helped impoverished farming families in Ecuador’s mountain regions who struggle every day to live in a hardscrabble environment made worse by climate change.

Your gift helped me raise [$ total amount raised] for immediate action in Ecuador. [Insert a personal story from your trip – here is a sample]: On my trip I visited Galtes (11,500 ft), one of the rural farming communities working with Peaks Over Poverty. This region has experienced drought for ten months, creating serious dust and erosion. There are no underground water sources to tap for irrigation and most of the páramo (a sponge-like highland terrain that retains glacial water) has been destroyed by poor farming practices. (PICTURE) Without alternative water sources, families can barely produce crops for food and income. 

Maria Presentación, the president of an indigenous women´s farming cooperative of nearly 90 members, told us how the community was coping without water and how they were trying to resolve food shortages. Most farming families store grains (such as corn, amaranth, quinoa, and beans) for emergency reserves. If families have chickens, they can also eat eggs. While families can get by with rationed supplies, their income and health continues to decline until it rains. 

Originally, over 2,000 varieties of potatoes existed in the Andes – each variety could adapt to different weather extremes. Peaks Over Poverty´s local partners are working with Maria´s group to experiment with potato varieties. On a communal plot, the women have planted several types of native potatoes to see which grow best without water. If their experiment is successful, they will split the seeds and crops among the members to plant on their own land. Their dream is to create a native seed bank for the entire community.

Right now, your support is crucial for helping people like Maria and her community. As more people explore the great outdoors than ever before and climate change threatens mountain biodiversity and water supply, it is essential that we preserve highland cultures and ecosystems. Thank you so much for helping me support Peaks Over Poverty’s efforts to fulfill this mission and make it to the summit!

With sincere appreciation,

[Your Signature]

[Your Name]

P.S. Check out my blog for pictures, videos, and more from my trip: www.yourname.peaksoverpoverty.org

You received an automatically generated email receipt soon after you made your donation. Please keep that written acknowledgment of your donation for your tax records. 


SAMPLE: THANK YOU LETTER 2 

 [DATE]

FULL NAME
STREET
CITY, STATE, ZIP

Dear [Sponsor’s First Name],

I would like to express to you my deepest gratitude for supporting my Peaks Over Poverty climb of [Mountain Hike/Climb, Bike Route, etc.] of ___ feet/meters! Your contribution will directly help impoverished people in Ecuador’s mountain regions overcome the challenges of living in a hardscrabble environment.

Your gift will be used to help rural people create their own solutions for improving their quality of life and the fragile ecosystem they live in. Peaks Over Poverty’s partners work with their local communities to combine traditional skills and knowledge with new strategies for survival and conservation. Here are just a few examples: how to preserve plant biodiversity, soil health and improve nutrition through sustainable farming methods (instead of depending on chemicals and machines), how to capture rain water as glacial water sources disappear, how to build connections with local markets, and how to form better relationships within and between communities to share lessons and experiences. While Peaks Over Poverty’s partners have already empowered many people to achieve better nutrition, health, and livelihood through these types of activities, there are many more communities that continue to be overlooked.

Right now, your support is crucial. As more people explore the great outdoors than ever before and climate change threatens mountain biodiversity and water supply, it is essential that we preserve highland cultures and ecosystems. Thank you so much for helping me support Peaks Over Poverty’s efforts to fulfill this mission.

With sincere appreciation,

[Your Signature]

[Your Name]

P.S. Check out my blog for pictures, videos, and more from my trip: www.yourname.peaksoverpoverty.org

You received an automatically generated email receipt soon after you made your donation. Please keep that written acknowledgment of your donation for your tax records. 
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Sponsor Pledge Form
YES! I want to pledge my support for [INSERT YOUR NAME]’s climb of ____ [ft./m.]
My gift amount: $________
__ I have enclosed my check/money order made payable to:
Groundswell International with “Peaks: Climber Name” in the memo
__ I would like to give my gift by credit card: 
	Card Type          ___VISA  ___ MC  ___AMERICAN EXPRESS  ___DISCOVER

	Name on Card
	Primary Phone 

	Card Number
	Exp. Date (MM/DD)

	Signature



REQUIRED BILLING INFORMATION
	Name
	Company

	Address

	City
	State
	Zip Code

	Email



Please make my gift: 
__ In my name:		
__ In honor of this person: 		
__ Anonymous
Please return this form with your 100% tax-deductible gift in the enclosed envelope.

ATT: Peaks Over Poverty
51 Quintard Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06854

© Peaks Over Poverty. All rights reserved. Subject to Terms of Use & Fundraising Guide.
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